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GEOGRAPHICAL  SITUATION.  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
AND  OCCUPATIONS 


The  Rural  District  of  Atherstone  lies  almost  in  the  centre 
of  England  and  in  the  northern  part  of  the  County  of  Warwick. 

The  northern  and  eastern  boundaries  of  the  District  form  part 
of  the  Leicestershire  County  Border.  Neighbouring  Warwickshire 
local  authorities  are  Nuneaton  Borough  and  Meriden  and  Tamworth 
Rural  Districts.  Coventry  is  situated  15  miles  to  the  south 
and  Leicester  and  Birmingham  are  eaoh  20  miles  away  to  east  and 
west  respectively. 

The  interests  of  Atherstone  have  always  been  agricultural, 
commercial  and  industrial.  Coal  mining  and  hat  manufacturing 
are  the  principal  industries,  whilst  there  are  also  brick, 
pipe  and  tile  works,  engineering  works,  hosiery  and  footwear 
factories  and  other  minor  industries.  There  is  a need  for  new 
industries,  and  splendid  opportunities  exist  for  suoh  development. 

Means  of  communication  are  good.  The  busy  trunk  road  known 
as  Watling  Street  (A5) , passes  through  the  town  of  Atherstone, 
as  also  does  the  main  London  to  Crewe  Railway  Line  and  the 
Coventry  Canal.  The  (A5)  By-Pass  of  the  town  was  officially 
opened  on  the  16th  Deoember,  1963. 

Atherstone  is  of  great  antiquity.  Indisputable  evidence 
of  Roman  association  has  been  discovered  from  time  to  time. 
Atherstone  town  was  well  established  in  the  9th  century  and  it 
was  entered  in  Domesday  Book  as  Aderstone. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  "OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
Atherstone. 

October,  1964. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Atherstone  Rural  Distriot  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Rural  District  of  Atherstone  for 
the  year  1963  together  with  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

The  mid-year  estimate  obtained  from  the  Registrar  General* s 
Department  gave  the  population  of  the  Rural  Distriot  for  1963  as 
25,340  showing  an  inorease  of  270  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

During  the  year  44-6  birhts  were  registered  being  11  more  than 
in  1962.  This  gave  a birth  rate  of  17.43  which  was  slightly  below 
the  national  average  of  18.2, 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  was  12  which  corresponded  with  an 
infant  mortality  rate  of  26.95.  This  was  slightly  higher  than  the 
rate  of  20.9  for  England  and  Wales. 

Although  the  number  of  infant  de.aths  is  slightly  higher  than 
it  was  last  year  it  should  be  compared  with  the  figure  of  nearly 
70  which  was  reported  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  only  50  years 
ago. 

The  ignorance,  poverty  and  poor  environmental  circumstances 
which  was  then  responsible  have  now  been  eliminated.  Almost  all 
the  deaths  which  occurred  in  1963  were  due  to  prematurity,  congenital 
defects  and  other  causes,  which  in  the  present  state  of  our  medical 
knowledge  it  is  impossible  to  prevent. 
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The  number  of  deaths  was  274  (which  was  8 less  than  in  1962 ) 
giving  a mortality  rate  of  10*81.  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood 
vessels  were  the  principal  cause  of  death  accounting  for  86  cases. 

It  should  be  noted  that  there  were  8 deaths  due  to  carcinoma 
of  the  lung  an  increase  of  2 compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  showed  an  increase 
compared  with  1962  due  to  the  usual  biennial  outbreak  of  measles 
of  which  245  cases  were  notified. 

Once  again  no  cases  of  diphtheria  or  poliomyelitis  occurred 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  high  rate  of  immunity 
conferred  by  innoculation  against  these  diseases  is  an  important 
factor. 

Tuberculosis  is  a disease  which  is  still  present  in  the 
community  and  I have  to  report  that  three  deaths  occurred  due  to 
this  disease  and  1 3 next  cases  were  added  to  the  Tuberculosis  Register. 
In  a previous  report  I complained  about  public  complacency  towards 
this  disease  which  was  reflected  in  the  poor  attendance  at  the  Mass 
Radiography  Unit  when  it  visits  Atherstone  and  District.  Once 
again  I cannot  emphasise  too  strongly  the  desirability  of  visiting 
the  Unit  when  it  visits  the  district. 

During  the  year  the  Council  after  much  deliberation  agreed 
in  principle  to  the  fluoridation  of  the  water  supply  to  the  Rural 
District,  Those  of  us  who  come  into  contact  with  children  are 
apalled  at  the  high  incidence  of  dental  decay  which  we  see.  Many 
children  are  leaving  school  at  the  age  of  15  having  lost  their  own 
teeth  and  been  supplied  ;vith  dentures.  Over  the  years  many  trials 
have  taken  place  to  test  the  efficacy  of  this  method  of  combating 
dental  decay.  It  has  been  shown  that  the  fluoridation  of  drinking 
water  is  the  best,  safest  and  cheapest  way  of  reducing  the  incidence 
of  dental  deoay  in  children. 

The  Personal  Health  Services  which  are  the  responsibility  of 
Warwickshire  County  Council  continue  to  expand.  A full  acount  of 
these  services  is  given  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  Principal  School  Medical  Officer. 

In  my  last  report  I mentioned  that  it  was  anticipated  that  a 
Meals  On  Wheels  Service  would  start  in  the  Rural  District.  The 
scheme  started  in  October,  1963*  when  50  meals  were  distributed 
twice  a week.  Although  the  majority  of  meals  are  served  in  the 
Athers tone /Hart shill  area  arrangements  are  made  for  despatch  to 
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outlying  villages  as  the  need  arises.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
this  service  is  a valuable  contribution  to  the  welfare  of  the 
elderly  in  the  community.  Thanks  are  due  to  the  voluntary  helpers 
who  give  so  freely  of  their  time  to  operate  this  scheme,  I should 
also  like  to  acknowledge  the  contribution  which  the  Ather stone 
Rural  District  Council  has  made  to  the  success  of  this  venture. 

Finally  I wish  to  state  that  tho  standard  of  health  and 
hygiene  in  the  Rural  District  of  Atherstone  for  19&3  v/as 
satisfactory  and  progress  continues, 

I should  like  to  thank  tho  Chairman,  Councillor  Ernest  Bond, 
J.P, , and  Membors  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their 
enthusiasm  and  support.  Appreciation  must  also  be  expressed  for 
the  co-oporation  and  assistance  reocived  from  your  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector,  Members  of  the  Inspectorate  and  offioers  of 
other  departments.  Also  to  Mrs,  Taylor  who  lias  typed  and 
preparod  this  report. 


E.  M.  HUGHES, 

Modicol  Gfficor  of  Hoalth. 
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STATISTICS 


Area  in  aores  ...  ... 

Population,  census,  1951  

Population,  census,  1961  ...  ...  ... 

Interoensal  increase  in  population 

Population  (mid-year  estimate)  19 63  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1963  

Density  of  population,  i.e.  number  of  persons 
per  aore , 1963  •••  ...  ...  . . . ... 

Number  of  persons  per  dwelling,  1963  ... 

Rateable  value  of  District  

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate.  1963  ... 

Excess  of  males  over  females  (at  Census)... 


21,945 

23,658 

24,911 

1,253 

25,340 

8,223 

1.16 

3.08 

£786,399 

£1,160 

379 


Parish  Population,  Census  1961:- 


Parish 

Acreage 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Ansley  

• • • 

2,930 

1,260 

1,202 

2,462 

Ather stone  . . . 

• • • 

944 

2,713 

2,740 

5,453 

Baddesley  Ensor. .. 

• • t 

1,156 

956 

868 

1,824 

Baxterley. 

• • • 

901 

212 

210 

422 

Bentley  

• * • 

1,967 

84 

75 

159 

Caldecote 

• • • 

667 

75 

62 

137 

Dordon  

2,162 

1,668 

1,573 

3,2a 

G-rendon 

• • • 

2,415 

748 

712 

1,460 

Hart shill 

• « • 

1,585 

1,313 

1,270 

2,583 

Mancetter. 

• • • 

1,607 

1,395 

1,364 

2,759 

Merevale 

• • • 

890 

38 

50 

88 

Oldbury  

• • • 

611 

37 

45 

82 

Polesworth  ... 

• • • 

4,110 

2,146 

2,095 

4,241 

Totals 

21,945 

12,645 

12,266 

24,511 
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PARISH  POPULATIONS 


COMPARISON  OF  1951  WITH  1961  CENSUS 


Parish 

Number 

Increased 

Number 

Decreased 

Ansley. 

375 

- 

Atherstone. 

— 

372 

BacLdesley  Ensor. 

125 

- 

Baxterley. 

88 

- 

Bontley. 

- 

25 

Caldecote. 

16 

- 

Dordon. 

408 

- 

G-rendon. 

- 

131 

Hart shill. 

- 

159 

Mancetter. 

846 

- 

Merevale. 

- 

133 

Oldbury. 

- 

6 

Polesworth. 

221 

- 

Totals 

2,079 

82  6 

Intercensal  increase  in  population  1,253. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births  • • • •••  • • • 

233 

213 

446 

Legitimate  • • • • • • ••• 

229 

204 

433 

Illegitimate. ••  ...  • • 0 

4 

9 

13 

Birth  Rate  ...  ...  • • • 

17.61 

Comparability  Factor. 

0.99 

Corrected  Birth  Rate. . . ... 

i/.43 

Still  Births  ...  .-.  ... 

7 

2 

9 

Legitimate  •••  • • • • 

6 

2 

8 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Beaths  ...  ...  ...  ... 
Death  Rate  ...  ...  ... 

Correction  Factor  ...  ... 
Corrected  Death  Rate...  ... 
Infant  Deaths 

149 

125 

274 

10.81 

1.22 

13.19 

12 

12 

(0  weeks  to  12  months)  ... 

6 

6 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ... 

6 

6 

Illegitimate...  ...  ... 

“ 

26.93 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  ... 

Neo-Natal  Deaths 

. 

(Under  1 month)  ...  ... 

5 

4 

9 

Q 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ... 

3 

4 

7 

Illegitimate. ... 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  ....  . 

Early  Neo-Natal  Deaths 

20.18 

(Under  1 week)  

3 

2 

O 

7 

7 

Legitimate  ...  ...  * •• 

5 

illegitimate. • • ••• 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 

13.69 
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NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FOR  THE  YEAR , 1963. 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

3 

— 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  , ..  ... 

- 

- 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  ...  ... 

- 

- 

4.  Diphtheria  ...  ...  

- 

- 

3.  Yfrio oping  Cough 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  

1 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

- 

mm 

8#  Measles  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  • • • 

— 

mm 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

— 

- 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomaoh  

4 

6 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus  

8 

- 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

- ■ 

6 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

- 

3 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatio  neoplasms  . . . 

14 

16 

13.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

1 

1^  • Diate^/Os  •••  • • . • • • •••  • • • • • • 

1 

1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system...  ... 

19 

22 

18.  Coronary  diaeaso,  angina  

37 

15 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  

3 

2 

20.  Other  heart  disease  

10 

12 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  

1 

6 

22 • I nfluonzcL  • • • • • • • • • •••  •••  ••• 

- 

23.  Pneumonia 

6 

6 

24.  Bronchitis 

8 

5 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

3 

4 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomaoh  and  duodenum  

1 

— 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

1 

1 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostato  ... 

2 

— 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations  

1 

2 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

12 

8 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

2 

1 

34.  All  other  accidents  

7 

4 

35.  Suicide  000  000  000  000  000  000 

1 

3 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  

- 

149 

125 

274 
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BIRTHS 


The  number  of  registered  live  births  for  1963,  was  2+46, 
giving  a crude  birth  rate  of  17.61  per  1,000  population. 

The  comparability  factor  is  0.99,  making  the  corrected  birth 
rate  17.43  per  1,000  population.  The  Birth  Rate  for  England 
and  Wales  in  1963,  was  18.2  per  1,000  population. 


DEATHS. 


The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  274, 
giving  a crude  death  rate  of  10.81  per  1,000  population.  The 
factor  for  correction  is  1.22  and  it  results  in  a standardised 
death  rate  of  13.19  per  1,000  population.  The  "correction 
factor,"  being  above  unity,  indicates  that  Atherstone  Distriot 
has  a younger,  on  average,  population  than  the  rest  of  the 
Country.  The  corrected  death  rate  is  designed  to  afford  a 
means  of  comparing  the  healthiness  of  different  districts  by 
accounting  for  the  irregularities  of  the  distribution  of  the 
population  as  regards  age  and  sex. 

The  1963,  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12.2  per 
1,000  population. 

The  diseases  and  conditions  giving  rise  to  the  majority 
of  the  deaths  over  the  last  five  years  are:- 


1939 

i960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Diseases  of  the  heart 
and  blood  vessels 

85 

86 

76 

111 

86 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

34 

40 

46 

18 

u 

Cancer 

41 

48 

45 

51 

57 

Pneumonia  and 
Bronchitis 

22 

16 

25 

26 

25 

Violence,  accidents 
and  suicide 

19 

17 

17 

19 

18 
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INFANT  DEATHS 


12  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  occurred  during 
1963,  6 were  males  and  6 were  females. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  26.95  per  1,000  related 
live  births.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  20.9 


BIRTH  RATE.  DEATH  RATE 

AND  INFANTILE 

MORTALITY  IN  ATHERSTONE 

Average  Five  Years 

Year 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

20.8 

10.3 

44*4 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

17.5 

9.9 

32.1 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

16.7 

10.1 

28.2 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 
1962 

15.7 

10.3 

21.9 

1963 

17.6 

10.8 

26.9 
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INQUESTS  1963 


Males 

Females 

Total 

No.  of  sudden  deaths  reported 
to  Coroner, 

32 

10 

42 

No,  of  Inquests. 

10 

4- 

14 

No.  of  Post  Mortem 
examinations  0 

30 

10 

40 

Certified  cause  of  death 

{'.)  Natural  oauses. 

22 

6 

28 

(b)  Misadventure. 

1 

1 

2 

(0)  Suioide  whilst  of 
unsound  mind. 

1 

2 

3 

(d)  Found  drowned. 

1 

- 

1 

(e)  Accidental. 

7 

1 

8 

(f)  Stillborn. 

— 

— 

mm 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  table  on  page  1 5 shews  the  number  of  cases  of 
notifiable  infectious  diseases  which  have  occurred  in  Atherstone 
over  the  last  ten  years. 

The  following  are  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  by  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  year  ended.  31st  Deoember, 

1963. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  . <> ..  . . e 

5 

4 

9 

Whooping  Cough  ...  .... 

13 

5 

18 

Mea^.i.*.-  • • ' • •••  ^ • • • • # 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

132 

113 

243 

Paralytio  

- 

- 

- 

N on-Par alytio  

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria. ••  ...  • • • ... 

- 

- 

- 

Smallpox  ...  ...  ...  ••• 

- 

- 

- 

Meningoooocal  Infeotion  ... 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery  •«.  •••  • • • 

1 

- 

1 

Acute  Enoephalitis  

- 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

- 

- 

rnmm 

Acute  Pneumonia  

5 

3 

8 

Paratyphoid  Fever  

- 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning  

- 

- 

- 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  . . . 

Malaria 

•• 

Contracted  Abroad  

— 

— 

_ 

Indigenous  

- 

- 

— 

Erysipelas • ••  ...  ...  ••• 

136 

123 

281 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  1954  - 19&3 


TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


TABLE  I 


Males 

Females 

Details 

Pul- 

monary 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary 

Pul- 

monary 

Non- 

Pul— 

monary 

Total 

(a)  Number  of  cases  on 
Register  at  - Ttnu  • -i» 
of  year 

64 

11 

40 

04 

129 

(b)  Number  of  cases 
notified  under 
Regulations  of  1952 
for  first  time  in 
year 

3 

- 

3 

2 

8 

(o)  Number  of  oases 

restored  to  Register 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

(d)  Number  of  cases  added 
to  Register  otherwise 
than  by  formal 
notification 

3 

— 

2 

- 

5 

(e)  Number  of  cases 
removed  from 
Register  during 
the  year 

6 

1 

2 

1 

10 

(f)  Number  of  cases 
remaining  on 
Register  on 
31st  December,  1963* 

6k 

10 

44 

15 

133 
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SUMMARY  OF  CASES  ON  THE  TUBERCULOSIS 


RE&ISTER  1943  - 1963 
TABLE  II 


Year 

Cases  on  Register 

Notifications  each  year 

Deaths 

Pulm. 

Non- 

Pulm. 

Total 

Pulm. 

Non- 

Pulm. 

Total 

Pulm. 

Non- 

Pulm. 

Total 

1948 

103 

33 

136 

33 

4- 

37 

10 

1 

11 

194-9 

117 

34- 

151 

26 

5 

31 

6 

2 

8 

1950 

123 

36 

159 

18 

5 

23 

10 

1 

11 

1951 

132 

4-0 

172 

30 

8 

38 

7 

3 

10 

1952 

14-6 

4-7 

193 

28 

12 

40 

6 

2 

8 

1953 

160 

50 

210 

24- 

8 

32 

4 

1 

5 

1954- 

174- 

4-9 

223 

29 

2 

31 

3 

- 

3 

1955 

158 

45 

203 

18 

5 

23 

2 

- 

2 

1956 

149 

4-3 

192 

11 

3 

14 

4 

1 

5 

1957 

132 

37 

174- 

10 

1 

11 

1 

mm 

1 

1958 

134- 

38 

172 

9 

4- 

13 

3 

- 

3 

1959 

128 

28 

156 

13 

1 

14 

2 

- 

2 

i960 

119 

26 

14-5 

11 

3 

14 

2 

1 

3 

1961 

114- 

25 

139 

12 

- 

12 

- 

- 

•• 

1962 

104- 

25 

129 

9 

1 

10 

1 

1 

2 

1963 

108 

25 

133 

11 

2 

13 

3 

** 

3 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory  situated  at  the  Coventry  and 
Warwick  Hospital,  Coventry,  undertakes  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  samples  of  water,  ice  cream  and  food  also  in 
connection  with  the  investigation  of  infectious  diseases. 

Messrs.  Bostock,  Hill  & Rigby,  Public  Analysts,  Birmingham, 
are  frequently  employed  for  chemical  analyses. 


THE  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE 


The  General  Practitioners  Service  is  administered  by  the 
Warwickshire  Executive  Council;  eight  medical  praotitioners 
live  in  the  distriot,  but  others  living  outside  have  extended 
their  activities  to  cover  parts  of  the  distriot. 

There  are  no  general  hospital  services  directly  available 
within  the  district,  but  out-patient  and  in-patient  facilities 
are  available  at  the  Nuneaton  and  Tarawarth  hospitals.  Cases  of 
infeotious  diseases  are  usually  admitted  to  Whitley  Hospital, 
Coventry,  and  a small  percentage  of  cases  requiring  special 
treatment  are  admitted  to  Birmingham  hospitals.  The  one-time 
Atherstone  Isolation  Hospital  at  Grendon  has  now  been  converted 
into  a Sanatorium,  but  the  bed  accommodation  for  Tuberculosis 
patients  is  largely  provided  for  at  Hertford  Hill  Sanatorium, 
Near  Warwick,  but  various  ither  Sanatoria  within  the  Birmingham 
Hospital  Region  are  also  used. 

The  Warwickshire  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  School  Health  Service,  and  for  arrangements 
for  Domiciliary  Nursing,  Domestic  Helps,  Vaccination  and 
Immunisation,  the  care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children,  the 
Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care  and  the  Ambulance 
Service  as  laid  down  in  Part  III  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  With  the  exception  of  the  Ambulance 
Service,  the  day  by  day  administration  of  these  services  is 
under  the  control  of  the  Area  Medical  Officer,  Council  Offices, 
Bedworth.  The  Ambulance  Depot  is  at  Watling  Street,  Dordon. 

A General  Purposes  Clinic  is  situated  in  Station  Street, 
Atherstone.  Infant  Welfare  and  School  Clinics  are  held  in  and 
conducted  in  these  premises  and  sessions  are  held  at  which  the 
Speech  Therapist,  Dentist  and  Eye  Specialist  attend.  A school 
Dental  Officer  covers  Bedworth  and  Atherstone  and  is  at  present 
devoting  two  full  days  a week  to  treatment. 
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MORTUARY  FACILITIES 


In  May,  1962,  the  reconstruction  of  the  Atherstone 
Mortuary  was  approved  hy  the  Council.  Whilst  the  works 
proceeded  an  arrangement  was  made  for  the  use  of  the 
mortuary  at  the  Manor  Hospital,  Nuneaton.  The  improvements 
were  designed  and  executed  by  your  Engineer  and  Surveyor  and 
the  Committee  expressed  satisfaction  when  inspecting  the 
completed  works  in  April,  1963. 


INFANT  7/ELF  ARE  SERVICE 

Station  Street, 
Atherstone. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic 

Wednesdays  (2-4  p.m.) 

Ansley  Social  Club. 

n 

Wednesdays  (2-4  p.m.) 

Village  Hall,  Dordon. 

it 

Alternate  Thursdays 
(2-4  p.m.) 

Parish  Hall,  Poleswort 

h.  " 

Alternate  Tuesdays 
(2-4  p.m.) 

Liberal  Club,  Baddesle 

y. 

i 

Alternate  Fridays 
(2-4  p.m.) 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Station  Street, 
Atherstone. 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic 

By  Appointment. 

ii 

Ophthalmic  Clinic 

Friday  afternoons 
Monthly  by  appointment. 

ii 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic 

Thursday  afternoon 
Monthly  by  appointment. 

1! 

Orthopaedic  Exercises 
Clinic 

Tuesday  afternoon 
by  appointment. 

Nusing  Home, 
Polesworth. 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic 

— — 

By  Appointment. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF~PUBLIC  IIEALThIuTSPECTOR 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
Ather stone, 

October,  1964* 


To  the  Charrman  and  Members  of  the 
Atherstone  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr,  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 

1963. 


The  many  sections  into  which  the  Report  is  divided  seem 
sufficiently  explanatory  to  make  additional  introductory  comment 
unnecessary. 

The  good  and  unf ailing  work  of  Mr,  Margoschis  (Deputy), 

Mr,  Hibbert  (Additional)  and  Mrs.  Taylor  ( Clerk-Shorthand/Typist), 
and  of  the  men  of  the  Cleansing  Department  has  again  been  greatly 
appreciated  throughout  the  year. 

I greatly  value  the  assistance  and  support  which  I have  been 
given  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  (Mr.  Councillor 
Ernest  Bond,  J.P, ) and  the  Members  of  the  Committee. 

Commending  this  Report  to  your  notice. 


S.  B.  ACTON. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
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HOUSING- 


During  the  year  15  Demolition  Orders  and  5 Closing  Orders 
were  made  under  Section  1 6 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957* 

A Revocation  Order  was  made  and  confirmed  by  the  Minister 
of  Housing  and  Local  G-ovemment  in  respeot  of  No.  138,  Long 
Street,  Atherstone,  which  was  included  in  a Clearance  Area  and 
Order  in  1956. 

A Demolition  Order  on  No.  6,  Mount  Pleasant  Yard,  Atherstone, 
was  revoked  and  conversion  of  the  building  was  oarried  out. 

In  May,  the  Parish  of  Baddesley  Ensor  Village  (Nos.  1 & 2) 
Clearance  Areas  were  reported  upon  and,  subsequently,  part  of 
Village  (No.  l)  Area  comprising  13  dwellings  with  32  oocupants, 
a lock-up  shop  and  land  contiguous  to  the  area  (almost4  acres 
in  all)  were  made  the  subject  of  a Compulsory  Purchase  Order. 
Clearance  Orders  were  made  on  the  remainder  of  the  Village 
(No.  l)  Clearance  Area,  12  dwellings  with  22  occupants,  and 
on  the  whole  of  the  Village  (No.  2)  Area  of  7 dwellings  with 
19  oocupants.  There  were  objections  in  respeot  of  some 
properties  in  the  Village  (No.  l)  Orders,  and  a Public  Local 
Inquiry  was  fixed  for  14th  January,  1964. 

The  Parish  of  Atherstone,  Long  Street  (No.  8)  Clearance 
Area,  comprising  two  large  old  houses  with  14  oocupants  was 
reported  on  in  December  and  a Clearance  Order  was  declared 
which  is  now  confirmed. 

For  families  re-housed  from  condemned  dwellings,  the  keeping 
of  a Displacement  Register  has  been  necessary  since  November, 

1956.  To  the  end  of  the  year,  our  Displacement  Register  shews 
the  numbers  of  families  re-housed:-  1956  - 31;  1957  - 179. 

1958  - 24;  1959  - 8;  I960  - 76;  1961  - 22;  1962  - 102; 

1963  - 43.  Total  485. 

At  the  31st  March,  1964,  there  were  2,455  completed 
Council-owned  houses,  bungalows  and  flats,  and  a further  7 6 
were  under  construction.  708  Council  houses  existed  in  1939; 
none  were  built  during  the  War  years.  The  Council  dwellings 
are  in  the  following  Parishes:-  Atherstone  884;  Ansley  155; 
Baddesley  Ensor  224;  Baxterley  24;  Dordon  138;  Grendon  14; 
Hartshill  161;  Mancetter  442  and  Polesworth  413.  There  are 
no  Council-owned  houses  in  the  very  rural  parishes  of  Bentley, 
Caldecote , Merevale  and  Oldbury, 
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HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES  ELSEWHERE 
RETURN  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31ST  DECEMBER,  1963. 


HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 
In  Clearance  Areas. 


— Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 
arrangement  e^c. 

5.  Houses  on  land  acquired  under  Section 
43  (2)  Housing  Act,  1957. 

'ot  in  Clearance  Areas. 

-•  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  ec „ 1 \ H,A.1957. 

>.  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified 
unfit  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

. Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  where 
action  has  been  taken  under  Local  Acts. 

. Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness  Orders, 


Houses 

Demol- 

ished 

6l 


6 

18 

1 


. UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

• Under  Secs.  16(4),  17(1)  & 35(l) 

Housing  Act,  1957. 

. Under  Secs.  17(3)  & 2 6 Housing  Act,  1957. 

. Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section  18 
Housing  Act,  1957. 


Persons 
42 


Displaced 
during  year 

Families 


32 


UfflIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  Y.'HICH  DEFECTS  'TORE  REMEDTRD 


13 


16 


• .tifter  informal  action  by  Local  Authority. 

. After  formal  notice  under  (a)  Public  Health  Acts. 

(b)  Sections  9 & 16  Housing  Act,  1957. 

. Under  Section  24  Housing  Act,  1957. 


By  Ownej* 
88  ' 
16 
23 

By  L.A. 
• 

2 

Number 

Number  of 

of 

separate 

Houses 

dwellings 

in  col.(l) 

(1) 

(2) 

UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE 


Position  at  end  of  year. 

Retained  for  temporary  accommodation. 

(a)  under  Section  48. 
fb)  under  Section  17(2). 

(c)  Tinder  Section  46. 

Licensed  for  temporary  occupation  under  Sec.  34  or  53. 


PURCHASE  OF  HOUSING-  BY  AGREEMENT 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than  those  included 
in  confirmed  Clearance  Orders  or  Compulsory  Purchase 
Orders,  purchased  in  the  Year. 


Number 
of  Hses, 
(1) 


Number  of 
Oooupants. 
(2) 
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CERTIF I CATES  OF  DISREPAIR 


The  Rent  Act,  1957,  came  into  force  on  the  1st  July,  1957. 
41  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  made  to  the 
end  of  1957.  Another  41  came  in  during  1958;  12  in  1959,  6 in 
I960,  none  in  1961,  one  only  in  1962  and  none  at  all  in  1963. 


HOUSE  PURCHASE  & HOUSING  ACT,  1959. 
IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  applications  received 
for  Improvement  Grants  in  the  past  five  years. 

1959  covers  July  to  December  only  (inception  of  Standard 
Grants) . 


Year 

No.  of 
Applic 
ations 

No.  C 

Stan- 

dard 

Granted 

Discret 
-ion ary 

Number 

Refused 

No.  of 
Houses 
owner- 
occupied 

No.  of 
Tenanted 
Houses 

1959 

32 

29 

3 

- 

31 

1 

I960 

71 

60 

8 

3 

66 

5 

1961 

99 

95 

3 

1 

4-3 

55 

1962 

112 

108 

4 

- 

56 

56 

1963 

120 

111 

8 

1 

65 

55 

CARAVAN  SITES  & CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  I960. 


The  Caravan  Sites  in  our  District  do  not  pose  any  particular 
problem.  The  largest  site  accommodates  only  four  caravans. 

Twelve  other  licensed  sites  exist  on  which  there  are  one  to  three 
caravans  each. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  North  East  Warwickshire  Water  Board  is  responsible  for 
mains  water  supplies  for  the  Nuneaton,  Bedworth  and  Atherstone 
Districts  and  for  parts  of  Meriden  and  Rugby  Rural  Districts# 

In  the  Atherstone  District  the  Board  own  the  following 
sources  of  water  for  mains  distribution  and  at  each  source 
chlorinating  apparatus  is  installed. 

1.  District  Pumping  Station,  Warton,  where  there  are  two 
boreholes,  335  and  301  feet  deep  respectively. 

2.  Shallow  Well  at  Bramcote,  Polesworth,  with  a horizontal 
bore  driven  into  Keels  Sandstone. 

3.  Ansley  Pumping  Station,  where  there  is  a 70  feet  deep 
well  fed  by  three  horizontal  bores. 

The  Board  also  have  other  sources  of  mains  water  supplies 
which  are  used  for  supplying  the  Atherstone  District.  They 
are:  - 

1.  From  the  Rivers  Blythe  and  Bourne  by  way  of  Whitacre 
and  Shustoke  Reservoirs.  Birmingham  Corporation 
controlling  Authority.  Water  received  in  Oldbury 
Reservoir. 

2.  From  Leicester  Corporation  - main  through  Caldecote  and 
through  Tuttle  Hill  Reservoir,  vdiich  is  in  the  Nuneaton 
area. 

Mr.  George  Ashton,  A.M.I.C.E.,  A.M.I.W.E. , the  Board* s 
Engine er/kanager,  informs  me  that,  ” 130,564,000  gallons  were 
pumped  from  the  Board*  s separate  water  usage  for  the  Rural 
District  because  substantial  areas  have  been  integrated 
with  the  Board’ s general  distribution  system,  but  an 
assumption  could  be  that  the  average  figures  over  the  Board* s 
area  will  apply.  For  1963,  these  were  a total  of  1,694,612,000 
gallons  which,  for  an  estimated  population  of  113,500,  an 
average  consumption  per  head  per  day  of  40.9  gallons.  This 
includes  water  supplied  to  other  than  domestic  premises  and 
also  substantial  losses  due  to  burst  pipes  during  the  first 
three  months  of  the  year.  The  figures  for  the  Board’s  area 
for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1963,  were:  32.91  gallons 

per  head  per  day  for  domestic  and  7*81  gallons  per  head  per 
day  for  metered  supplies  and  these  too  include  the  severe 
winter  losses. 
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For  the  previous  year  the  corresponding  figures  were  30.925 
domestic  and  6.969  metered  supplies." 

In  1963,  there  were  87  "bacteriological  examination  results 
of  samples  of  waters  from  Pumping  Stations  in  our  District  and 
taps  and  mains  throughout  the  District,  which  had  been  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Coventry,  by  the  Water  Board 
(77)  and  this  Department  (10)  . All  the  samples  gave  satisfactory- 
results;  coliform  bacilli  being  totally  absent. 

Water  mains  are  well  distributed  in  the  District;  of  the 
8,255  dwellings  in  our  21,945  acres  only  80  are  not  supplied 
with  mains  water.  29  of  these  are  on  a private  piped,  stored 
and  pumped  string  supply  to  the  Caldecote  Hall  and  Flats  and 
adjacent  dwe'1  ilag'  To  this  supply,  as  in  preceding  years, 
frequent  attention  has  been  paid.  In  the  year  eleven  samples 
were  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination.  Only  one,  after 
chlorination  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Following  increased 
chlorination,  repeat  samples  were  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  six  samples  of  private  well  waters  were 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  Only  two  gave  reasonable 
results.  Mains  water  was  laid  on  to  five  isolated  cottages 
during  the  year  and  the  owner-occupier  of  a caravan  served  by 
one  of  the  polluted  wells  was  advised  to  provide  and  fix  a 
Metafilter  to  the  rotary  pump  and/or  boil  all  the  water  before 
using  for  drinking  purposes. 

Close  liaison  exists  between  the  Water  Board  and  this 
Department  and  approrpiato  action  is  immediately  taken  by  the 
Board  when  adverse  bacteriological  results  are  notified,  or 
when  a consumer  complains  of  the  quality  or  quantity  of  water 
being  received. 

The  Water  Board  was  established  in  i960.  The  past  year 
of  1963  has  been  more  free  by  far  from  complaints  of  water 
supplies  than  any  other  of  the  21  years  I have  been  here. 
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SEWERAC-E  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Of  the  8,223  houses  in  the  District,  approximately  7,482 
drain  to  public  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works;  193  are  with 
semi-septic  tanks;  449  have  cesspits  and  99  discharge  waste 
water  direct  to  ditches.  It  might  then  bo  assumed  that  as  a 
Rural  District  we  are  well  equipped  with  means  of  sewage 
purification  but  this  may  be  better  judged  from  the  following 
resume. 

1.  Atherstone  Parish  - New  works  built  in  1956,  when  some  new 
and  relief  sewers  and  pumping  stations  were  also  installed. 

In  February,  1963,  the  Council  decided  that  the  Sewage  Works 
should  be  extended  in  order  to  cope  with  effluents  from  the 
proposed  industrial  development  at  Ratcliffe  Road. 

2.  Ansley  Parish  - The  Ansley  Village  is  served  by  two  sewage 
works,  one  of  which  was  laid  down  by  the  Coal  Industry  Housing 
Association  in  1953,  in  connection  with  a new  Housing  Site. 

This  works  ?fas  taken  over  by  the  Council  and  after  re-sewering 
of  the  sourthern  end  of  the  Village  in  1959,  additional 
dwellings  were  connected.  The  second  sewage  works,  which 
serves  properties  at  the  northern  end  of  the  Village,  is 
inadequate.  The  hamlet  of  Birchley  Heath  has  new  sewers  and 

a sewage  works  which  was  laid  down  during  1956  and  1957* 

From  the  Ansley  Common  part  of  the  Parish  sewage  is  conveyed 
to  Nuneaton*  s sewers  and  dealt  with  at  a metered  change  at 
that  Borough*  s sewage  works.  A convenient  arrangement  exoept 
that  illicit  connections  of  storm  water  drains  into  foul 
sewers  have  occurred  over  the  years  and  storm  water  has  to 
be  paid  for  at  crude  sewage  rate. 

3.  Baddesley  Ensor  Parish  - Sewage  from  approximately  one-half 

of  the  houses  in  the  Parish  passes  through  a totally  inadequate 
and  obsolete  sewage  works  on  the  southern  side  of  the  Village. 
On  a limited  area  of  ailing  land  around  the  sewage  works  a 
form  of  land  irrigation  is  practised.  There  is  serious 
pollution  of  a water  course.  Redevelopment  and  additional 
development  will  promote  even  more  menacing  conditions  if  a 
new  sewage  works  is  not  proceeded  with  at  an  early  date. 

Sewage  from  the  properties  on  the  northern  side  of  the 
watershed  gravitates  to  the  Grendon  Sewage  Works  (see  9 
f ollov/ing)  . 
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4.  Baxterley  Parish  - Part  of  the  Village  is  served  by  a works 
and  sewers  which  were  put  down  in  1952 , in  connection  with  a 
small  housing  estate.  Other  houses  in  the  Village  discharge 
sewage  to  four  small  septic  tanks  and  percolating  beds  which 
are  owned  by  the  National  Coal  Board. 

5.  Bentley  Parish  - This  is  very  rural  find  there  are  no  sewers 
or  sewage  works. 

6.  Caldecote  Parish  - About  two  thirds  of  the  properties  in  the 
Parish  are  connected  to  a sewerage  system  put  down  when  the 
Caldecote  Hall  was  built  in  1880.  Outfall  is  to  a tank  in  an 
isolated  thicket  where  a kind  of  land  irrigation  is  practised. 
Other  houses  in  the  Parish  are  on  tanks  and  cesspits. 

7.  Dordon  Parish  - The  effluent  from  the  Dordon  Sewage  Works  shews 
gross  impurity,  but  this  will  be  rectified  when  the  Consulting 
Engineers,  who  have  been  engaged  for  some  time,  have  had  a new 
sewage  -works  built.  The  houses  on  the  Polesworth  side  of  the 
watershed  discharge  to  the  Polesworth  sewage  works  (see  14 
followlng)  whilst  a few  houses  on  the  Grondon  side  dishcarge 
into  the  Grendon  Parish  Works  of  which  mention  is  made  in  (3) 
preceding.  The  Dordon  Hayos  part  of  Church  Road  is  in  groat 
need  of  connection  to  publio  sewers  via  a pumping  station  and 
main.  Development,  some  very  recent,  has  been  allowed  on  clay 
strata  cesspits  and  septic  tanks  arc  with  overflows  to  soakaways 
whioh  cannot  funotion. 

8.  Freasley  Ward  - This  is  a very  small  hamlet  with  a sewerage 
system  which  serves  houses  around  The  Green. 

9.  Grendon  Parish  - In  19&3,  your  Engineer  and  Surveyor  submitted 
to  you  and  to  the  Ministry  a complete  scheme  for  new  sewage 
works.  The  existing  sewage  works  is  on  the  northern  side  of 
the  Village;  it  is  overloaded  and  obsolete,  and  also  serves 
parts  of  the  Baddesley  Ensor  and  Dordon  Parishes  (see  (3)  and 
(7)  preceding). 

10.  Hartshill  Parish  — In  this  Parish  the  Council  has  an  old  and 
inadequate  sewage  works  prudently  isolated  in  a wood.  From 
about  one-third  of  the  properties  in  the  Parish,  sewage  is 
passed  into  the  convenient  sewers  of  Nuneaton  Borough  and 
treated  at  their  works. 
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11.  Mancetter  Parish  - Sewage  from  the  developed  parts  of  Mancetter 
runs  to  pumping  stations  from  whence  it  is  discharged  to  the 
Atherstone  Sewage  Works  (see  (l)  above).  A 6”  main  sewer  is 
liable  to  surcharging  and  pollution  of  a stream  occurs.  About 
one-fifth  mile  of  relief  sewer  is  necessary  to  alleviate  the 
conditions, 

12.  Merevale  Parish  - This  is  very  rural  and  there  are  no  sewers 
or  sewage  works. 

13.  Oldbury  Parish  - Our  smallest  Parish  and  not  served  by  public 
sewers  or  works.  A small  plant  which  is  owned  by  the  National 
Coal  Board  deals  with  sewage  from  the  principal  group  of  a 
dozen  houses, 

1A.  Polesworth  Parish  - A new  sewage  works  was  completed  in  1963, 
except  for  construction  of  the  filters,  which  cannot  safely 
be  built  until  land  movement  ceases  following  the  removal  of 
great  overburden  banks  and  reinstatement  of  the  adjaoent  coal 
outcrop  workings.  Sewage  from  Polesworth  is  all  pumped  to  the 
works  which  also  receive,  via  an  inverted  syphon,  sewage  from 
dwellings  in  the  elevated  Whitehouse  Road  part  of  Dordon 
Parish  (see  (7)  preceding).  New  and  relief  sewers  were  provided 
in  Polesworth  in  conjunction  with  the  new  sewage  works  and  all 
storm  water  was  disconnected  from  the  foul  sewers. 

At  Birchmoor  the  small  sewage  works  was  replaced  by  a pumping 
station  and  the  sewage  from  the  village  is  now  sent  into  the 
new  works  via  Polesworth  sewers. 

For  Warton  Village,  Consulting  Engineers  are  engaged  in  the 
final  stages  of  a scheme  for  new  and  relief  sewers,  pumping 
station  and  one  sewage  works.  A relatively  large  amount  of 
development  is  being  carried  out  in  and  around  the  Village, 
which  is  at  present  served  by  two  old  and  inadequate  ’works; 
one  situate  to  the  north  and  the  other  to  the  south  of  the 
Village. 
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SWIMMING-  BATHS 


The  newly  formed  Atherstone  Swimming  Club*  s Open  Air 
Pool  was  finished  in  June  and  this  Department  took  an  interest 
in  the  state  of  the  water,  which  was  intended  to  he  constantly 
re-circulated  and  purified  by  filtration  and  chlorination. 

Initially  the  Club  experienced  difficulty  in  adding  the 
oorrect  amount  of  chlorine  and  troubles  arose  from  obstruction 
of  the  filter  with  air-borne  debris  which  settled  on  and  in 
the  water.  Advice  was  given  on  chlorination  and  modifications 
of  the  filter  were  recommended  to  the  makers  and  effeoted. 

From  June  to  August,  18  samples  of  the  bath  water  were  submitted 
to  bacteriological  examination.  Of  the  first  ten,  five  were 
most  unsatisfactory  and  contained  faecal  type  B.  Coli.  The 
final  eight,  after  correction  of  chlorine  dosage  and  filter 
improvement,  were  entirely  satisfactory. 

Y/ater  from  the  Atherstone  G-rammar  School  Open  Air 
Swimming  Pool  gave  satisfactory  bacteriological  examination 
results. 


RIVER  POLLUTION 


In  June,  seven  samples  of  water  were  token  in  the  middle 
of  the  River  Anker  and  submitted  to  the  Publio  Analysts  for 
chemical  examination. 

The  R.  Anker  enters  our  District  at  Caldecote,  after 
flowing  through  the  centre  of  Nuneaton  town  and  suburban 
Weddington.  Flowing  in  a north-westerly  direction,  and 
including  its  meanderings,  the  River  runs  to  a length  of 
about  11  miles,  in  the  District,  before  going  into  the  Tamworth 
area  and  eventually  joining  the  Trent.  For  nearly  three  of 
these  miles  it  forms  the  boundary  between  Leicestershire  and 
Warwick shire.  A mile  north  of  Atherstone  town  the  Anker  is 
joined  by  the  smaller  and  cleaner  R.  Sence,  from  Leicestershire. 

The  seven  samples  were  taken  along  the  length  of  the 
River.  The  first  at  Caldecote  Bridge;  the  second  at  Leathermill 
Lane,  after  receiving  pollution,  if  any,  from  Caldecote  Village; 
the  third  at  Uoodford  Lane,  just  below  the  discharge  of  Nuneaton 
Sewage  Works  effluent;  fourth  at  Cottager’s  Pieoe,  Atherstone, 
after  entry  of  pollution,  if  any,  from  Mancetter  and  Y/itherley 
Villages;  fifth  at  Ratcliff e Road,  Atherstone,  below  the  point 
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of  entry  of  Atherstone  Sewage  Works  effluent;  sixth  at  Meadow 
Lane,  G-rendon,  after  four  miles  of  very 'rural  coursing,  and 
the  seventh  just  above  the  footbridge  and  weir  at  Polesworth, 
one~third  of  a mile  after  the  river  receives  the  new  Polesworth 
Sewage  Works  effluent. 

The  Public  Analysts  reported: - 

"We  beg  to  report  that  we  have  examined  the  seven  samples 
of  River  Water  received  from  you  on  the  26th  June,  and  we  enclose 
our  results  on  separate  sheets. 

These  results  show  that  the  River  Anker  at  Caldecote  Bridge 
is  a sewage  polluted  water  of  rather  poor  organic  quality. 

At  Woodford  Lane  there  is  evidence  of  the  entry  of  some 
purified  sewage  effluent,  but  of  no  significant  deterioration 
in  the  quality  of  the  water;  and  there  is  little  change  in  the 
next  two  samples. 

At  Meadow  Lane  the  water  has  improved  a little  in  quality, 
and  there  is  a surprising  improvement  in  almost  all  characteristics 
of  the  water  at  Polesworth,  At  this  point  the  River  is  not 
significantly  worse  in  quality  than  at  Caldecote  Bridge,  although 
it  is  still  far  from  a clean  river," 

In  periods  of  warm  weather  three  places  along  the  River 
are  popular  with  bathers.  Danger  notices  were  posted  and  press 
publicity  was  given  warning  people  about  bathing  in  the  River, 
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HOUSE  REFUSE  COLLECTION 


We  have  five  S.D.  Refuse  Collection  Vehicles.  Two  are 
18  cubic  yard  fore  and  aft  tippers  with  compressing  plates, 
commissioned  December,  1961,  and  August,  1962.  The  other  three 
are  Side  Loading  Freighters,  two  of  7 cubic  yards  which  have 
been  in  use  since  1950  and  1951  and  the  other  a 10  cubic  yard 
which  was  bought  in  1956.  The  three  largest  vehicles  are  used 
throughout  the  working  week.  One  7 cubic  yard  vehicle  is  used 
four  days  each  week  on  the  Rural  Collection  Route.  The  other 
is  used  in  times  of  emergency  and  also  for  soil  carrying  at 
Hart  shill  Refuse  Tip.  A new  35  cubic  yard  Pakamatio  Refuse 
Collection  Vehicle  was  ordered  from  Shelvoke  & Drewry  Ltd.  , of 
Letchworth  in  December,  1963.  The  delivery  period  is  six  to 
eight  months. 

A 1956  Karrier  which  is  fitted  with  a tipping  tank,  is 
used  for  collecting  pail  closet  contents  from  some  152  premises 
on  one  day  oaoh  week. 

In  October,  1963,  a Crypton  Engine  Startor-cum~Battoiy 
Charger  was  purchased,  and  has  already  resulted  in  suoh  savings 
of  time  as  to  ensure  it  being  a good  investment. 

The  Council  does  not  undertake  oesspit  omptying,  in  any 
part  of  the  District, 

No  materials  whatsoever  are  salvaged  from  the  refuse 
collected. 

A Dust  Bin  Hire  Scheme  has  boon  oporated  since  1949. 

Some  4,300  premises  have  hire  bins  at  7s. 6d.  per  annum. 

362  new  dust  bins  wore  usod  in  the  year  for  replacements  and 
new  installations. 

The  Old  Town  Hall,  wherein  the  Health  Department  stores 
were  kept,  was  demolished  mid-year.  Storage  accommodation  was 
then  provided  in  buildings  in  the  Depot  behind  the  Council 
Offices,  which  had  been  vacated  by  the  Water  Board. 

Consequently  much  saving  of  time  and  more  efficient  supervision 
has  resulted. 

The  manual  employees  work  a 5-day  week  of  42-hours  with 
the  advantages  of  Superannuation  and  Sickness  Benefit  Schemes; 
two  weeks  of  paid  annual  holiday  with  extra  3 days  for  10  years 
of  service  and  last,  but  not  least,  an  original  Bonus  Incentive 
Scheme  which  has  applied  since  1955. 
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The  Table  on  page  32,  shews  the  collection  areas;  the 
number  of  premises  in  each  area  from  which  refuse  is  collected; 
the  number  of  times  all  were  cleared  in  1963  ant  'the  number 
of  employees  serving  each  route. 

In  1954,  Sickness  Benefit  pay  was  £417.  The  average 
annual  cost  since  the  Bonus  Scheme  was  adopted  has  been  £141, 


LITTER  BINS 


During  I960  the  District  was  equipped  with  litter  bins. 
There  are  now  249.  The  refuse  collectors  are  paid  a bonus  of 
l^d.  per  litter  bin  emptied.  They  also  empty  the  largo  litter 
baskets  on  lay-bys  on  the  trunk  roads.  Litter  bins  were  emptied 
49  times  on  averago  throughout  the  Distriot. 


HOUSE  REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

The  number  of  loads  of  house  rofuso  taken  to  tho  tip 
during  1963  was  2,389. 

A ohargo  of  4s. Od.  per  load  is  made  at  tho  tip  for 
receiving  loads  of  materials  other  than  house  rofuso. 

In  October,  1961,  a Planning  Application  was  made  by  the 
Council  to  use  as  a refuse  tip  a void  which  had  been  created  in 
a field  at  Dordon  Hayes  after  Coal  Outorop  Workings.  The  County 
Council  refused  planning  permission;  the  Dordon  Parish  Council 
and  many  residents  of  Dordon  (up  to  % mile  distant  from  the  site) 
objected.  An  Appeal  was  lodged  with  tho  Minister  against  tho 
Planning  Refusal.  The  Public  Local  Inquiry  was  held  on  the 
14th  March,  1963,  and  in  June  the  Minister's  decision  in  our 
favour  was  received.  Later  in  the  year  we  heard  that  the 
National  Coal  Board  were  to  re-excavate  the  site  to  obtain 
lower  coal  seams  by  outcrop  methods.  They  offered  alternative 
house  refuse  tip  facilities  in  parts  they  were  to  refill. 


33  - 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 


Quick  Frozen  Foods, 

In  my  report  for  1962  I drew  attention  to  work  which  had 
been  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  storage  and  sale  of 
Quick  Frozen  Foods;  a relatively  new  branch  of  the  retail  foods 
business  and  one  which  is  fast  expanding. 

The  work  was  continued  during  1963  and  advice  on  the 
subject  was  given  whenever  possible.  Investigations  made  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  revealed  that  well  over  90^  of  the  shopkeepers 
who  were  selling  quick  frozen  foods  were  maintaining  a suitable 
thermometer  for  checking  the  cabinet  temperature.  However, 
possession  of  a thermometer  does  not  mean  that  it  will  be 
correctly  used,  or  even  used  at  all.  Several  instances  were 
found  of  thermometers  lying  in  the  refrigerated  cabinet  clearly 
indicating  that  the  temperature  at  which  the  food  was  being 
stored  was  much  higher  than  it  should  have  been,  a condition 
which  would  result  in  deterioration  of  its  quality. 

As  I pointed  out  in  my  last  report,  few  complaints  are 
received  of  such  food  being  unsound  but  storage  at  incorrect 
temperatures,  even  for  short  periods,  very  quickly  affeots  the 
quality  of  the  food. 

It  is  known  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  well  over  half  the 
retail  food  shops  were  selling  this  commodity.  The  progress 
of  sales  expansion  will  be  watched  during  routine  inspection 
of  food  premises  and  advice  given  when  necessary  or  when 
unsatisfactory  practices  or  conditions  are  found. 


Refrigerated  Milk  Dispensers. 

During  the  past  two  years  there  has  been  a considerable 
increase  in  the  amount  of  milk  sold  from  the  small  refrigerated 
dispenser  in  which  milk  is  bulked  and  kept  continually  on  the 
move  by  a revolving  paddle. 

A check  on  the  general  cleanliness  of  such  apparatus 
was  made  when  samples  were  taken  from  three  dispensers  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  standard 
Methylene  Blue  Tests.  One  sample  failed  the  test  and  subsequent 
investigations  revealed  that  milk  had  been  left  in  the  container 
of  the  apparatus  over  the  week-end.  Daily  cleansing  is  essential 
and  is  carried  out  as  normal  practioe. 
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Campaign  for  Cleaner  Food. 

’'Horrible  Habits"  and  "The  Story  of  a G-erm,"  the  two  recorded 
programmes  produced  by  the  Health  Department,  were  again  offered 
to  the  schools  during  the  year.  Fourteen  of  the  twenty  two 
schools  in  the  district  took  advantage  of  the  material  offered. 


G-eneral. 

There  are  275  food  premises  within  the  District,  they  are 
shown  divided  into  six  types  in  Table  A.  Table  B lists  63 
infringements  which  were  found  during  routine  inspection  under 
the  Food  Hygiene  (G-eneral)  Regulations,  I960. 

The  retail  food  premises  in  the  district  are  generally 
maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition,  and  any  infringements 
found  were  quickly  attended  to  by  the  person  responsible. 

Other  foodstuffs  inspootod  and  condemned  in  foodshops 
during  the  year  wero:- 

123  tins  of  meat,  milk,  fish,  fruit  and  vegetables. 

12  lbs  oomod  beef,  ham  and  tongue. 

13  lbs  buttor. 

12^  lbs  fresh  pork. 


TiiBLE  A 

Provision  Shops  ...  ...  ...  134 

Butchers  Shops  ...  28 

Fish  Frying  Shops 11 

Bakehouses 13 

Cafes  and  Canteens...  ...  ...  21 

Licensed  Premises  ...  73 
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TABLE  B 


Improved  storage  and/or  display  of  food 

Provide  constant  supply  of  hot  water  ... 

Defective  supply  of  hot  water  

Improved  washing  facilities  . 

Defective  drainage. 

Unsatisfactory  condition  of  floors,  walls  and 
ceilings  ...  ...  ««.  ...  ...  ... 

Unsatisfactory  condition  of  utensils...  ... 

Unsatisfactory  handling  of  food  

Unsatisfactory  or  defective  closet  accommodation 

Improved  closet  accommodation  

Unsatisfactory  storage  of  refuse  

Water  laid  into  cellar  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Other  miscellaneous  defects  


3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

14 

1 

12 

11 


5 

6 
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MILK  SUPPLIES 


Since  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  I960, 
came  into  force  in  1961,  the  Warwickshire  County  Council,  as 
Food  and  Drugs  Authority,  has  been  responsible  for  the  issuing 
of  Dealers*  Licences. 

As  Local  Sanitary  Authority  we  have  certain  public  health 
responsibilities  in  connection  with  milk  supplies. 

The  County  Health  Inspector  informs  me  that  during  1963, 
13  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  boilogical  examination  from 
producers  in  our  Area.  All  gave  negative  results  for  tubercle 
bacilli. 

Also  83  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  were  submitted  to 
Methylene  Blue  and  Phosphatase  Tests  - 4 failed  the  former  and 
one  the  latter  test.  23  samples  of  Sterilised  Milk  were  found 
to  satisfy  the  Turbidity  Test, 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


Four  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  in  the  year  1963. 

Two  are  situated  in  the  central  area,  one  in  the  northern 
part  and  one  in  the  southern  part  of  the  district. 

All  the  slaughterhouses  are  in  constant  use  and  at  "No. 

1 Central"  slaughtering  is  carried  out  every  day  of  the  week, 
including  Sunday,  throughout  the  year.  All  meat  is  inspected 
by  your  Public  Health  Staff.  To  them  on  alternate  weeks  the 
5-day  week  does  not  apply. 

The  slaughterhouses  are  kept  in  a very  clean  and 
satisfactory  condition. 


S laughterhous  e s 

Cows 

Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  1 Central. 

U 

1,496 

87 

4,106 

5,504 

No.  2 Central. 

4 

509 

4 

1,624 

893 

No.  1 North. 

52 

- 

155 

69 

No.  1 South. 

75 

- 

373 

138 

Totals 

45 

2,132 

91 

6,258 

6,604 

Eight  steers  and  heifers  ( seven  in  1962) , were  found  to 
carry  the  larval  stage  cysts  of  the  tape  worm,  taenia  saginata 
of  man.  In  all  cases  one  cyst  only  was  found  in  the  masseter 
musoles  or  in  the  heart.  Searches  of  other  sites  of 
predilection  proved  negative  in  all  cases. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  food  animals 
slaughtered  and  inspected  during  1963.  Also  the  numbers  of 
these  affected  with  diseases  which  necessitated  condemnation 
of  carcases  or  parts  of  carcases  and  organs  and  the  percentage 
diseased.  The  figures  in  brackets  apply  to  the  year  1962. 


Details 

Cows 

Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Numbef  killed 
(all  inspected). 

45 

(61) 

2,132 

(2,203) 

91 

(118) 

6,258 

(6,726) 

6,604 
(6,74 2) 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

(1) 

(1) 

(2) 

8 

(2) 

7 

(5) 

TUBERCULOSIS* 
Whole  carcases 
condemned* 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

9 

(18) 

388 

(354) 

3 

(4) 

48 

(29) 

1,296 

(905) 

Percentage  affected 
with  diseases  other 
than  tuberculosis. 

20.00 

(31.14) 

18.24 

(16.11) 

3.28 

(5.08) 

0.88 

(0.46) 

19.44 

(14.09) 

TUBERCULOSIS . 
Whole  carcases 
condemned. 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(:) 

• (-) 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

1 

(-) 

1 

(1) 

(-) 

(-) 

63 

(70) 

Percentage  of 
number  inspected 
affeeted  with 
tuberculosis. 

2.22 

(-) 

-t 

o o 

. . 

o o 

(-) 

(-) 

0.95 

(1.03) 

CYSTICERCOSIS. 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

(-) 

8 

(7) 

(-) 

(-) 

(«) 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration. 

(:) 

8 

(7) 

(-) 

(-) 

('-) 
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The  Tuberculosis  Eradication  Policy  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  has  been  both  justified  and 
successful  as  is  shewn  by  the  following  percentage  comparison 
of  cows  and  of  steers  and  heifers  found  to  be  affected  with 
the  disease  over  the  past  ten  years. 


Year 

Cows 

Percentage 

affected 

Heifers 
and  steers 
Percentage 
affected 

1954 

41.5 

19.9 

1955 

23.8 

10.5 

1956 

28.1 

8.9 

1957 

13.2 

6.7 

1958 

17.8 

6.9 

1959 

2.9 

4.0 

I960 

- 

1.2 

1961 

- 

0.01 

1962 

- 

0.04 

1963 

2.2 

0.04 

FRESH  MEAT.  QUANTITY  CONDEMNED.  1963 


Detail 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs 

Lbs 

DUE  TO  DISEASES  OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS. 

Caroases,  parts  and  organs  of  Oxen 

t . . 

2 

6 

1 

7 

Carcases,  parts  and  organs  of  Sheep 

5 

i 

1 

- 

Carcases,  parts  and  organs  of  Pigs 

1 

H 

O 

- 

27 

DUE  TO  TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY. 

Caroases,  parts  and  organs  of  Oien 

- 

2 

8 

Carcases,  parts  and  organs  of  Pigs 

5 

4 

1 

Total 

4 

8 

1 

15 
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DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  MEAT 


Condemned  meat  is  slashed  and  stained  green  by  the  meat 
inspectors  and  is  then  sold  by  the  slaughtering  owners  to 
approved  firms  from  outside  the  District  who  carry  out 
processing. 


MEAT  INSPECTION  REGULATIONS , 1963. 

These  Regulations  came  into  force  on  the  1st  Ootober,  1963* 
The  Council  decided  to  levy  the  maximum  charges  allowed,  viz:- 
2s. 6d.  per  horse  or  bovine  other  than  a calf;  9d.  for  each  calf 
or  pig;  6d.  for  each  sheep,  lamb  or  goat.  Income  of  around 
£700  per  annum  to  the  General  Rate  Fund  will  result. 


KNACKER’S  YARDS 

The  Knacker's  Yard  off  Boot  Hill,  Grendon,  though  licensed 
in  1962,  had  little  use  owing  to  illness  of  the  owner-occupier. 

Application  for  renewal  of  the  licence  for  1963  was  made, 
but  it  was  refused  on  grounds  of  unsuitability  of  the  premises, 
which  then  presented  a neglected  and  dilapidated  appearanoe. 

No  appeal  was  made  against  the  Council' s decision. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS,  1933-1954. 

22  slaughtermen' s licences  were  renewed  for  the  year  19&3. 
28  slaughtermen  were  licensed  in  the  preceding  year. 


FACTORIES 


There  were  73  factories  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1963, 
and  notifications  were  received  from  H.  M.  Inspector  of  Factories  , 
of  seven  temporary  factories,  being  works  of  engineering  construction 
etc.  The  majority  of  outworkers  in  the  District  were  employed 
by  local  hatting  firms. 


Routine  inspection  of  factories  was  carried  out  as  time 
permitted. 


AIR  POLLUTION  AND  SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Five  timed  observations  were  made  on  factory  chimneys  in 
Atherstone  during  the  year;  several  infringements  of  the  Clean 
Air  Act  wore  noted  and  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  factory 
management. 


One  of  the  three  factories  concerned  had  not  previously 
been  seen  to  infringe  the  Regulations  but  on  this  oooasion 
omitted  7i  minutes  of  Dark  Smoke  in  a period  of  one  hour. 
Investigations  revealed  that  waste  material  containing  rubber 
was  being  burnt  on  a hand  fired  boiler  normally  used  as  a 
stand-by.  Alternative  arrangements  were  made  for  the  disposal 
of  the  wasto  and  conditions  rotumed  to  normal. 

In  collaboration  with  the  Warwickshire  Clean  Air  Council 
the  daily  measurement  of  smoko  and  sulphur  dioxide  pollution 
Jius  been  continued  at  Atherstone  (two  instruments)  ; Polesworth 
and  Hart shill.  The  information  obtainod  is  given  in  graph 
form  on  pages  43  and  44*  Measurements  at  Polesworth  and  Hartshill 
are  made  by  students  at  the  two  High  Schools  situated  in  those 
parishes,  and  the  County  Average  referred  to  is  obtained  from 
over  thirty  instruments  operating  throughout  the  County. 


From  April,  1962,  te  March,  1963,  (the  period  covered  by 
the  current  report  of  the  Warwickshire  Clean  Air  Council)  the 
average  level  of  smoke  pollution  in  the  county  of  Warwick  was 
92  micrograms  per  cubic  metre.  During  the  same  period  the 
average  concentration  of  smoke  pollution  in  the  air  of  Atherstone 
town  was  160  micrograms  per  cubic  metre,  or  183^  of  the  county 
level.  In  point  of  fact  the  level  of  smoke  pollution  recorded 
in  Atherstone  was  higher  than  at  any  other  measuring  station 
in  the  oounty. 


Atherstone*s  main  street  has  for  many  years  carried  heavy 
traffic  on  the  main  A5  route  from  London  to  the  north  west,  but 
the  flow  through  the  town  suddenly  ceased  when  a new  by-pass  was 
opened  in  mid-December,  1963.  Since  March,  1961  a second  daily 
volumetric  instrument  has  been  operated  at  the  Council  Offices, 
as  an  experiment  in  conjunction  with  the  Warwickshire  Clean 
Air  Council,  to  measure  air  pollution  in  this  street  (Long  Street) 
and  to  compare  it  with  the  general  level  of  pollution  in  the  town. 

The  first  stage  of  this  experiment  was  concluded  with  the 
opening  of  the  by-pass  which  has,  of  oourse,  very  much  reduced 
the  flow  of  traffic  past  the  measuring  instrument.  It  is  hoped 
that  a further  period  of  measurement  will  indicate  the  reduction 
of  pollution  effected  by  the  diversion  of  traffio. 

Whilst  it  is  too  early  to  draw  any  definite  conclusion  it 
can  be  seen  from  the  graph  on  page  43  that  the  difference  in 
pollution  measured  by  the  two  instruments  was  veiy  much  reduced 
when  the  by-pass  was  opened. 

The  table  set  out  below  gives  results  obtained  from  a 
deposit  gauge  at  the  Council  Offices  and  a lead  peroxide  candle 
at  Bentley. 


Deposit  G-auge 

Lead  Peroxide  Cylinder 

Month 

Total  Deposit  in 
Tons  per  Sq.  Mile 

Milligrams  S02  per  day 
per  100  sq.cm.  Batch  A. 

Atherstone 

County 

Average 

Bentley 

County 

Average 

January 

8.13 

7.22 

2.5 

2.6 

February 

12.55 

7.06 

2.6 

2.4 

March 

19.83 

16.93 

1.4 

1.3 

April 

14.29 

1.0 

May 

16.24 

0.9 

June 

July 

15.37 

12.52 

Not  yet 
available 

0.6 

0.7 

Not  yet 
available 

August 

10.00 

0,6 

September 

11.01 

0.8 

Ootober 

18.79 

1.1 

November 

14.30 

• * .*» 

1.6 

December 

8.26 

0.9 
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FIG.  1.  SMOKE  MEiiSURED  BY  -DAILY  VOLUMETRIC  INSTRUMENT  IN  MICRO&RAMS 

PER  CUBIC  METRE. 
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Nov.  Dec.  Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May.  Jun.  Jul.  Aug.  Sep.  Oot.  Nov.  Dec.  Jan.  Feb 

1962  1963  1964 


FIG.  2.  BO-  MEASURED  BY  DAILY  VOLUMETRIC  INSTRUMENT  IN  MICROGRAMS 
2 PER  CUBIC  METRE. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES 


There  are  no  premises  in  the  District  where  offensive 
trades  are  carried  on. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Free  supply  of  disinfectant  for  prophylatic  measures  in 
houses  where  infeotious  disease  exists  is  carried  out  from 
four  premises  in  various  parts  of  the  District  and  from  the 
Publio  Health  Department. 


CANAL  BOATS 


Occasional  visits  are  paid  to  the  dooks  and  wharves. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION 


Contract  Rodent  Control  commenced  on  the  1st  January, 

1957. 


At  the  end  of  1963,  the  value  of  Annual  Contracts  held 
was  £922.  All  Contracts  are  made  to  expire  on  the  31st 
Deoember  each  year.  Contracts  to  the  value  of  £886  we re 
immediately  renewed  for  the  year  1964. 

All  o on tract-holding  premises  are  visited  once  each 
month  after  an  initial  extermination  of  rats.  From  5 to  25 
protected  Warfarin  baiting  points  are  maintained  at  all 
premises. 


45 


All  sewage  works,  refuse  tips  and  Council  Depots  are 
dealt  with  on  a Contract  "basis.  We  contract  to  the  North 
East  Warwickshire  Water  Board  to  keep  their  pumping  station 
areas,  depots  and  service  reservoir  grounds  free  from 
infestations. 

One  full-time  Rodent  Operative  is  employed.  He  is 
equipped  with  a 5 owt.  van  and  tools  and  materials.  His 
diligent  work  is  encouraged  by  giving  him  a pecuniary  interest 
in  the  form  of  a 5^  annual  bonus  on  the  value  of  all  contracts 
held  at  the  14th  December. 

The  cost  of  the  Rodent  Control  Service,  excluding 
administration,  is  in  the  region  of  £970  per  annum.  Because 
of  income,  only  £80  per  annum  is  a direct  rate  charge. 

76  complaints  of  rats  were  received  in  the  year.  70  of 
those  were  from  dwelling  houses,  2 from  schools  and  one  from 
a shop.  Dwelling  houses  are  treated  free  of  cost.  Three 
complaints  were  from  factories  whereat  Contract  terms  were 
offered  or  exterminations  at  cost  plus  2 Q$>  establishment 
charge.  All  the  infestations  reported  were  of  very  minor 
character. 


RA£  FLOCK  & OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT.  1951. 


One  licence  is  granted  to  an  upholsterer. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT  , 1951* 

Two  licences  are  granted.  The  premises  are  kept  in 
satisfactory  condition. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


During  the  year:- 

(a)  Conversion  G-rants  - The  Counoil  approved  contributions 
of  £15  or  50%,  whioh  ever  amount  the  smaller,  towards 
the  cost  of  conversion  of  any  "type  of  oloset  other 
than  a water-closet  into  a water-closet.  (Previously 
the  grant  maximum  had  been  fixed  at  £10  or  50^  > 
whichsoever  the  lesser  amount). 

(b)  Industrial  Waste  - Waste  glass  fibre,  resin  drums,  eto. , 
were  being  deposited  in  coal  outcrop  workings  whioh 
were  being  back-filled  in  Polesworth.  Allegations 

were  made  of  possible  nuisanoe  and  conditions  prejudicial 
to  publio  health.  The  Motor  Manufacturers  producing 
this  waste  had  been  refused  tipping  facilities  in  the 
District  in  whioh  their  works  is  situate,  owing  to 
inflammability  of  the  material  and  the  olouds  of  smoke 
and  smuts  whioh  arise  when  it  is  ignited.  There  was 
a possibility  that  the  Car  Production  Works  would  have 
to  oease  making  fibre  glass  bodies  if  the  waste  could 
not  be  disposed  of  during  baok-filling  of  the  Outorop 
Workings.  After  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
the  Chief  Publio  Health  Inspector  had  witnessed  and 
reported  favourably  on  the  method  of  disposal,  the 
Council  approved  the  arrangements. 

(o)  Purchase  of  Old  Property  - Press  notice  was  given  to 
the  publio  that  before  purchasing  old  houses  enquiiy 
should  be  made  at  the  Council  Offioes,  where  information 

is  available  on  the  ‘life*  of  old  houses. 

. - - - * * * ' 

(d)  Detrimental  to  Amenities , etc  - During  the  year  a 

combined  lock-up  shop,  and  vyorkshop,  No.  128,  Coleshill 
Road,  Chapel  End,  was  the  subject  of  action  under 
Section  27  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1961,  which 
resulted  in  its  demolition  because  .it  was  detrimental 
to  the  amenities  of  the  neighbourhood. 
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